12th February 2010
Dear Parents
Please find attached the school calendars for the remainder of this academic year and for 2010/2011, together with a list of events and dates which will take us up to the summer holidays.  I hope I haven’t missed anything major out and there won’t be any changes between now and then, but there are always one or two events that are weather dependent! 
Thank you to all of you who attended the parent teacher interviews this week.  They are such important sharing occasions which help enormously in ensuring that your child/children progress as well as they possibly can, so we really do appreciate your participation.  I hope you were all able to go away with a clear understanding of how your child/children are progressing and with plenty of ideas of how you can support them further at home.  Should anyone not feel this was the case, then please come in and see me at your earliest convenience.

Yr. 6 parents - please note that owing to staff training after school on Thursday, 25th February there will be no Yr. 6 Maths Booster Club and so school will finish for the Yr. 6 children at 3.30 p.m. as normal on that day.  The Maths Booster Club will resume the following Thursday, 4th March.
I hope you all received our text regarding our non uniform day for the ‘Haiti Disaster’ fund.  In case you didn’t …. we raised the magnificent sum of £357.59 which has now been safely paid into the appeal fund!  Well done everybody!

Thank you for the excellent response to my letter about swimming.  Your comments were very welcome and will be looked at closely by a group of governors on our return to school after the half term when we start to seriously plan next year’s budget.  

Our new homework policy has now been in place for a few weeks and initial responses are very positive.  The school’s Senior Management Team will be reviewing the policy in late March before we break up for Easter.  Any viewpoints, or comments, you wish to make would be gratefully received before then.

I am sure you will have heard from your child (or seen for yourself!) that the installation of our wheelchair accessible roundabout and wheelchair accessible picnic table has finally been completed!  Our grateful appreciation must go to both GWR KIDS and the Swindon Thamesdown Rotary Club for their help with the funding for this equipment.

We are delighted that this has meant that the inclusive ethos within the classrooms at Westlea has now been extended to the outdoor environment – the physically disabled pupils of our special resourced provision now have the opportunity for purposeful play at break and lunchtimes, alongside their able bodied friends and peers.  We have reminded all pupils generally though, that as there are many other play opportunities on the playground for everyone else, the roundabout and picnic table are for our special resourced provision pupils only, who can then invite one or two of their able bodied friends to join them at playtimes and lunchtimes if they wish.  
Funding is now being sought for the next part of our accessible playground project – a wheelchair swing, cradle swing and swing system with the appropriate safety surface. If you, or the company you work for, are able to help with this (however small!!) then Marla Carroll, our SRP PD Teacher and Coordinator, would be delighted to hear from you.  You can contact her at the school with any ideas.

With all this new equipment, however, I do need to remind everyone of the safety aspects.  As would be expected, the roundabout is proving extremely popular before and after school with all children including, pre-schoolers collecting older brothers and sisters.  Whilst I am sure the novelty will soon begin to wear off for a lot of the children, we must ensure that there are never more than ten children on the roundabout at any one time, otherwise there is a serious risk, not only of breaking the equipment, but of injury to a child.  Therefore, I would appreciate your support in monitoring this, particularly after school.
Whilst on the subject of play equipment generally, can I please remind all parents that if you allow your children to use any of the play equipment in the school grounds out of school hours they are your responsibility and we cannot be held liable for any accidents that may happen.   We have no teachers on duty before or after school and, therefore, children are not covered by our insurance for play type activities.   

The final pieces of work actually connected to our new extension will be completed next week with the erection of a canopy outside Mrs Jones’ classroom, together with an outside work bench for the children to use when the weather gets better.

Unfortunately, however, there is still outstanding work remaining – we are still awaiting delivery of our bicycle storage and we sincerely hope we won’t have to wait too much longer!  One piece of good news though, is that we have obtained another grant that will enable a path to be constructed at the side of the Sunshine Room leading around to the back of the marsh area where the bicycle store is to be located.  This will mean that we can have a one-way system at each end of the school day so that pedestrians and cyclists can be separated.   I am also desperately hoping that the fencing might be completed over half-term as I really want the site made secure, but as I thought it was going to be finished over Christmas and then after the snow, I am not going to hold my breath this time!   
Finally, thank you for all your support this term and I hope you have a happy and revitalising half-term holiday.

Yours sincerely

S. Seaton (Mrs)
Headteacher.

