19th July 2010
Dear Parents

I can’t believe we have come to the end of another school year.  It only seems like yesterday I was welcoming everybody back after the last summer holiday – but nearly twelve months have past and what a busy twelve months!  It has been a great year, very productive and successful, not least with us opening and enjoying our new building, gaining the prestigious ‘Sing Up’ Platinum Award, taking ownership at long last of a very smart bicycle shed so that the children can enjoy riding to school now if they want to, numerous presentations at the Oasis and the Wyvern and to our very special grandparents and, of course, attaining yet again good Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 results.    
Return of School Reports
All reports should have been returned to Class Teachers by now.  If, however, you have forgotten to do this, then please do so as soon as possible and certainly before tomorrow.
Dinner Money

Dinner money will increase to £2.20 per day (cheques to be made payable to “Westlea Primary School”).  All money relating to any dinners required during a week MUST be sent in on the Monday morning, unless your child is absent on that day.  Please ensure this is sent to the Class Teacher in an envelope marked with your child’s name, how many dinners required and on which days, and their choice of menu.

Y4’s – Braeside Visit
Another very enjoyable three days were spent in Devizes.  Unfortunately, next summer is fully booked so we have had to settle for a December date, but I am sure the children will enjoy it just as much. However, I have managed to secure May the year after and June the year after that.  I will just have to keep being very organised and book years in advance!
Summer Fayre
Considering we have managed for a year without a ‘Friends of Westlea’ committee  your support was absolutely fantastic and we raised an excellent £2,500 at this year’s summer fayre.  Add to this, the £1,000 from the sleep-over which was held in school on the 9th July and at least £600 from the Speedmark sponsorship event held in June and you will have helped us raise £4,000 in the space of a few short weeks.  Last year’s fund raising paid for the play area outside the new reception classes – which has proved a huge success.  Therefore, I would like to use this year’s fund raising to extend the outside facilities that we are able to offer the rest of the school and so will use it to develop the school grounds.  This will hopefully enable them to become a highly efficient outdoor learning environment as well as an enjoyable one.
Grandparents Day
This was another very special day enjoyed by all.  It really has become one of the highlights of the Westlea calendar.

Sports Day
The weather was very kind to us for Sports Day this year. Although not a cloud in the sky to concern us, it was not too hot and there was a nice cooling breeze.  Both KS1 and KS2 events ran very smoothly and the events identified our best  performers who then worked with Mr Edmonds, Mr James and Mrs Lattimer over the next couple of weeks in preparation for Area Sports which were held on Wednesday, 7th July 2010.  I am thrilled to say this coaching was very successful and Westlea won the Area Sports.  Great celebrations followed!  We now have a beautiful shield which will soon have our name on which we will keep for a year and a smaller shield which we can keep forever.  Mr Edmonds says we won’t just keep the big shield for a year, we have got to win it every year now and the next challenge is the inter school football and netball league, as the football with his prime target!  Now I can’t let him get away with that so if we have any parents who are keen netball players and would consider giving up a bit of their time to help coach our netball team, I would be eternally grateful.  Mrs Miles who has been taking a weekly netball club after school is leaving us to go on maternity leave in October so it is going to leave a bit of a void! 
Infant Music Festival at Oasis.
Another very enjoyable evening at the Oasis saw our KS1 pupils participating in the Infant Music Festival.  They performed a mix of Abba and Carpenters songs.  So for some of us it was a nice walk down memory lane.  As always, we were very proud of our children.
Westlea School Choir Guest at the Wyvern
Following our success as a ‘Sing-Up’ school and having been awarded the prestigious Platinum standard, our choir were invited to guest at a musical evening at the Wyvern Theatre in Swindon.  This involved taking part in rehearsals in the afternoon and an evening performance with two appearances on stage, finishing at 10 p.m.  What an experience for the children and what a treat for the audience!  

KS1 Production.

A brilliant KS1 production was enjoyed by approximately 220 parents earlier this month.  The production was a very professional performance and when you realise that the youngest children were 4 years old and the oldest were only 7 years old, it really was an amazing and enjoyable feat of organisation. 

School Uniform.
Moving now to September.   It would be really nice to see all the children returning in proper school uniform – recently trainers have been creeping in and as they are neither good for the children’s feet nor part of the official Westlea school uniform, I would be grateful if you will support me in restricting these items to sporting activities.  It also makes it very difficult for parents who try hard to conform to the uniform and to reinstate this message to their children, when there are other children who do not conform to it.  I’m very proud of Westlea and want the children to be the same.  This begins with the image presented by the school and it’s pupils.
Medication/P.E. Kits/Personal Items 

All P.E. kits and any personal items belonging to the children hopefully will have been removed from school by today.  Don’t forget that all medication including inhalers must be collected from the school office by 2.15 p.m. on Thursday.  After that time anything remaining will be destroyed.  

Holiday Homework

Obviously we want children and parents to enjoy the summer holidays but it will help your child if you can keep them ticking over in the basic skills.  Teachers will, therefore, be sending home some reading books together with a number bond card, a high frequency word list/and or spelling list, a holiday learning log and where appropriate a handwriting formation sheet for each child to use during the holidays.  Another useful task for the children to do over the holiday will be to keep a short diary of their holidays.  On their return in September they all write to me telling me what they have been doing so this will be a useful reminder to them on their return.  Finally, we will be having our usual ‘Project Week’ during the first full week of the new school year, so it will be useful for the children to decide what they might like to focus on and do any research, or collect materials, in readiness for that.

Farewells
It must be the first time in many years that we are not saying goodbye to any staff!   Mrs Blewett is on maternity leave at present and Mrs Ponsonby is taking over from her for the next year.  We are also thrilled to welcome back Mrs O’Brien after her maternity leave so the only farewells we have and, they are very sad ones, are to our  Year 6 pupils who have been such a special part of the school for the last 7 years.  We will miss them all greatly and wish them all the very best as they move into the next stage of their education.  Also to their parents who have supported their children and the school so fantastically over the years.  We thank you sincerely and hope that we will continue to see you at our Winter and Summer Fayres and will be able to catch up on all your news.  Also, to any other children and their parents who are leaving and moving to pastures new. We wish you all the very best for the future.  
8
Early Finish/Non Uniform Day.

Don’t forget we finish at 2.00 p.m. tomorrow (Thursday, 22nd July) and that it will be a non uniform day in exchange for a donation of 50p.  Any children not collected by 2.30 p.m. will be taken to the After School Club (situated on site in the Sunshine Room) who will bill parents accordingly.  

Next Year’s Calendar 2010/2011.

Included with this letter is a copy of the school terms and holidays for 2010-2011.  We have marked five Teacher Training Days with an ‘X’ – therefore, children will return to school for the new academic year on Monday, 6th September 2010 and two other training days - one on 22nd October 2010 and another on 27th May 2011.  

Finally, all that is left for me to say is ‘thank you’ for all your hard work and support over the past year and to wish you a very happy and healthy summer holiday.  

Yours sincerely

S. Seaton (Mrs)

Headteacher   

