Minutes of
Westlea Primary School’s 
Parents’ Forum

Held on

Friday, 26th February 2010 at 2.15 p.m.
Present:
Mrs Amanda Head (Reception)



Mrs Joy Aldred (Mrs Jones’ Class)



Mrs Beverley Miles (Mrs Sumner’s Class)


Mrs Gill Fry (Mrs Sumner’s Class)
Apologies:
Mrs Sabrina Coe (Miss Freeman’s Class)



Mrs Pat Gooden (Mrs Neale’s Class)
Mrs Lee-Ann Hogton (Miss Freeman’s Class)

Mrs Leanne Uttridge (Mrs Winterburn’s Class)

Communication:

The text service is proving invaluable and is very well received by parents across the whole school.  

The proposed email service raised a few questions – would this replace the text service – what about letters requiring return slips?  

No, emails will not replace text messages. Texts are for short

reminder type messages, whereas emails will be for general communication letters and will replace the need for 300 plus paper copies.  However, correspondence that requires a reply slip, for example swimming letters, school visit letters, etc., will continue to 

be sent as paper copies, unless parents inform us that they want
           every piece of correspondence emailed electronically and are 
happy to print off their own reply slips. 

Mathematics:
A general view raised by members of the forum was how much mathematics teaching has changed since parents were at school and how useful some clarification of methods would be.

We will organise, as soon as possible, a series of parent workshops for each year group which will focus on specific concepts being taught in that year and the methodology and the vocabulary being used.    

Homework:
A discussion ensued around the learning logs that children are being asked to do as homework and how successful this is proving to be.  Parents are reporting how motivated the children are by them and much they are enjoying them. 

There will be a whole school review of learning logs prior to the Easter break and views of parents and pupils will be sought as part of this.

New Adults (Staff/Students) in Classrooms:
It was suggested that when new adults are based in classrooms, it would be nice if parents were informed.  


Yes, this will be a good idea and we will implement it into our practice.  When teachers send out termly topic letters to parents, information regarding new adults, for example, who they are and what they are doing and how long they are likely to be there for can be included.

Clubs:  
Clarification was sought as to whether reception children are able to take part in school clubs.  A further discussion took place about how children signed up for clubs and how any waiting lists were managed.

I will ensure in future that it is stated specifically who the clubs are for and this will include reception children, if appropriate. I will review with staff how children will sing up for clubs in the future one consideration is that each child puts three choices on a return slip and names are selected from there to give a cross section of pupils.  I will clarify how teachers operate their waiting lists for future use.

Date of Next Meeting:
Friday, 23rd April at 2.15 p.m. 
S. Seaton (Mrs)

Headteacher.
