4th March 2010

Dear Parents

At long last we are a secure site!  The fencing was finished last Friday and what a relief!  The gates will be unlocked each morning at 8.40 a.m. – so  please if you allow your children to walk to school alone, ensure they don’t arrive at school before this time, or they will end up having to stand around in the cark park which is not the safest place!  The gates will then be relocked at 9.10 a.m. and remain locked throughout the school day. They will then be unlocked at 3.00 p.m. to allow you to collect your children and then be relocked at dusk, so that you can enjoy the grounds after school if you so wish.  Until Easter, dusk will be 6.00 p.m., but after Easter the opening hours in the evening will be extended.  Likewise, at weekends, the gates will be unlocked at approximately 9.00 a.m. and locked before it gets dark.  We are in the process at present of having signs made that will give clear opening and closing times.  

The first meeting of our new parents’ forum took place last Friday afternoon, 26th February and although not every parent who had signed up as a representative was able to attend, I felt it was a very valuable meeting and trust the parents who were there would agree with me.   It was very informal and matters under discussion included communication between home and school, learning logs, after school clubs and future maths workshops.  You will notice from the list of representatives below that not every class is represented, but the ideal would be to have a parent from each class so that every class has somebody who could speak for them.  Therefore, if there is no one from your child’s class listed below, I would be really grateful if you would consider coming to join us.  We are going to meet termly on a Friday afternoon for one hour, so it will not be too onerous a commitment.  The next meeting is scheduled after Easter at 2.15 p.m. on Friday, 23rd April 2010. If you are not able to come and join us, but you have any topics you would like raised at this meeting, please feel free to either approach myself, or any of the representatives below outlining what the subject is.  Minutes from each meeting will be posted on the school website, or a paper copy can be obtained from the school office on request.    
Class Representatives for Parent Forum:

Reception


-
Mrs Head 

Mr Edmonds

-
Miss Freeman

-
Mrs Coe/Mrs Hogton

Mrs Jones


-
Mrs Aldred/Mrs Bell
Mrs Winterburn

-
Mrs Uttridge

Mrs Lattimer/Mrs Dagnall
-
Mrs Miles/Mrs Adams
-
Mr James


-
Mrs Neale


-
Mrs Gooden
Mrs Sumner

-
Mrs Fry/Mrs Miles

One of the subjects that came up at the forum meeting was the text you receive from the office asking if any of you were interested in receiving school communication by email, rather than paper copies.  Can I clarify that this will not replace the texts you are already receiving and is a new service.  The text service will continue to be used for short reminders, or quick messages which need to be sent out, whereas emails will be used for longer correspondence, or general letters such as this.  Correspondence that requires a consent form will still be sent as paper copies for example, swimming letters, school class visits letters, etc. , unless parents inform us that they want every piece of correspondence emailed electronically and are happy to print off their own reply slips Thank you to those of you who have already replied to our enquiry regarding emails.  For those of you who have not as yet replied, if you would like to try this service we would be grateful if you would complete and return the form below by the end of next week (12th March) so that we will be ready after Easter to roll out the new service.  It will be particularly valuable, if your children are absent from school, or if they are not very good at remembering to take letters home - it will ensure that you get all the general correspondence firsthand.  

Finally, I have been told that a Home Access grant is being made available for parents who do not have a computer at home for their children to use.  This is a new government initiative and there is a website www.homeaccess.org.uk which you can go onto to see whether or not you are eligible.  Alternatively, there is a home access helpline 0333 200 1004 which you can contact.  Further general information about the scheme can be found via the Becta website www.becta.org.uk and then search for home access.   
Hopefully, the sunshine that we have experienced this week is a sure sign that spring is on its way at last and our thoughts are moving towards Easter and Easter Egg Hunts.  The hunt itself will be after school on Friday, 26th March 2010 and tickets will be on sale week beginning Monday, 15th March.  
Talking of special days, in case you have missed them on the list of dates we sent out recently, we have a busy weekend coming up for you in June!  Grandparents’ Day will be on Friday, 18th June, followed by our Summer Fayre on Saturday, 19th June and then just for your general information Sunday, 20th June is Fathers’ Day!
Yours sincerely

S. Seaton (Mrs)

Headteacher.
(-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WESTLEA EMAILING SERVICE

Child’s Name:  ……………………………….Class Teacher: ……………………..…………….

I would like to receive correspondence by email as follows:

…………………………………………………………………………………….……………………
Parent/Guardian’s Name: …………………….…………Signature: ..........................................    
