25th June 2010

Dear Parents

As we prepare to break up for the May half term holiday, can I take this opportunity to remind you that on our return we are fast approaching two of the biggest events in our school year – Grandparents Day on Friday, 18th June and our Annual Summer Fayre on Saturday, 19th June which is the Friday and Saturday of our second week back.      
GRANDPARENTS DAY - FRIDAY, 18TH JUNE 2010
Grandparents Day is one of our favourite days at Westlea and this year is to be held on Friday, 18th June. I would be very grateful, therefore, if you would be kind enough to pass on the invitation attached to your parents with the hope that as many as possible will be able to join us on this very special occasion.

We are hoping that the weather will remain kind to us and allow the children, and as many grandparents as possible, to join them to have a picnic lunch outside.  Hot dinners will be available in the hall as usual for those children who normally have school dinners, but unfortunately because of the numbers involved, we will not be able to organise a hot dinner for grandparents also, although there is nothing to prevent grandparents eating their packed lunch alongside their grandchild or grandchildren who are having a hot meal in the hall. 

Because we need a register of everyone in school,  please could you ask your parents to complete and bring the slip below with them on the 18th June. This will save a lot of time and avoid queues of grandparents having to sign in.

SUMMER FAYRE – SATURDAY, 19TH JUNE 2010 (1.30 p.m. start)
This year, groups of classes will be collecting specific donations and details of these will be sent out by individual classes, together with two books of raffle tickets per child.  If you would also be willing to make some extra cakes, donate a raffle prize, contribute sweets, bottles, tins, jars, packets, toiletries, white elephant, bric-a-brac, toys, books, plants, or clean jumble, etc. – anything that will swell the stalls, we would really appreciate it.  All are so popular that we can never have enough of them.  We are also hoping to have a very special home-made produce stall of pickles, preserves, etc., so if you have got anything like that, please send it in. Extra raffle tickets will be available from the school office and obviously the more we sell the more money we can raise for school.
Money from last year’s Summer Fayre went a long way towards funding the reception outside play area and it would be really nice if the proceeds from this year’s fayre could be used to further improve the school grounds.  It’s been a long time since we were able to really focus on the outside learning environment and this is an ideal opportunity now that the mobile classrooms have gone and all our building work is finished.

You have always been marvellous at supporting us and I hope this year will be no different.  Indeed, we all hope it will be bigger and better than ever before, but of course that can’t happen without you, your families and friends – so please, please come along and join us.  There is something for everyone – young or old, male or female.  There are games, competitions, produce stalls, a variety of entertainments and the ever-popular raffle, to name just a fraction of what is on offer.  There will be hot dogs and burgers to tantalize the taste buds, or you can sit in the sunshine (I’m being very positive here!) and slowly lick at a cooling ice cream.
The more we can gather in, the more money we can make for school funds.  Cash donations are also very acceptable if you haven’t got time to make, buy, or look for something, or if you cannot come to the Fayre itself.

PARKING

Having talked last week about the safety of children on bicycles, I now need to draw your attention to the safety of pedestrians and other road users.  Thoughtless parking by a small number of parents makes the environment outside school at the beginning and at the end of the school day a very dangerous place to be!  We are also again receiving numerous complaints from local residents regarding inconsiderate parking of cars around Langstone Way.  They tell us that drives are becoming blocked and there is double parking on bends, etc. and the roads around school are just becoming a nightmare. Please can I urge you to park more considerately for the sake of your children, other drivers and our local residents, and whenever possible to walk to school rather than take the car. I know the police have been called on various occasions so you need to be aware that they will be patrolling at regular intervals.
SWIMMING

Just a reminder that KS1 children will swim on Wednesday, 26th May, but swimming for KS2 children is cancelled on Thursday, 27th May and has been rearranged for Thursday, 15th July 2010. 

TEACHING TRAINING DAY

Don’t forget we have a Teacher Training Day next Friday, May 28th and so school will break up for the half term holiday at 3.20/3.30 p.m. on Thursday, 27th May 2010 – for those ordering school dinners it will be £8.00 for the week.

I hope you all have a lovely half term holiday and look forward to seeing you all back fit, healthy and beautifully suntanned on 7th June 2010.
Yours sincerely

S. Seaton (Mrs)

Headteacher

( ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
GRANDPARENTS DAY – FRIDAY, 18th June, 2010

Grandparent’s Names: ………………………………..………..……………………..…….…

Visiting:…………………………………………in ………………………………………..class 
Visiting: ……………………………………….. in ………………………………………..class
(Please bring slip with you on 18th June 2010) 

