14th May 2010

Dear Parents
A couple of Health and Safety issues have been brought to my attention today, which I need to share with you. 

The first is that we have had a number of concerns raised by local motorists about the riding behaviours of some of our children, particularly at the end of the day.  Children have been seen riding straight out into roads and, indeed, riding generally in an unsafe manner which has frightened passing motorists.  Whilst we are pleased that children are now able to ride bicycles to and from school, it would be horrendous if anything should happen to anyone and none of us would be able to forgive ourselves.

We have covered the theoretical side of safe cycling as well as practical sessions on road safety for pedestrians and in late June/early July, we will be running a series of bicycle skills lessons part of which will address safe cycling, but until then it is paramount that parents ensure their children have good cycling control and behaviours before allowing them to use their bicycles to and from school.  

Secondly, it was reported to me this morning that a number of children, some of them pre-school/toddlers, are running across the raised flower beds at the top end of school and then jumping off the wall.  This obviously is a very dangerous practice indeed and is not one that we would accept if it were happening as part of the school day. 
I would be grateful, therefore, if parents could keep their children off the grass at the front of school so they are unable to access the raised flower bed in the first place.  Broken legs and heads are not a good start to the school day!  

Whilst on the subject of general safety, can I also remind parents that children using the school grounds and the play equipment within it after the end of the school day are under your care and we can take no responsibility for any accidents that may occur.  Likewise, in the mornings children should not arrive before 8.45 a.m. and then they should come directly into school.  Children should not be playing in and around the grounds first thing in the mornings.  

Now onto more general topics, we have had a request for some further diligent eye training for parents, but the Link Centre would find it more beneficial to train a number of people at once.  Therefore, if you accompany your child’s class to swimming and are not yet diligent eye trained, could you please let the office know and we will arrange a training session on the morning of the first week back after half term, that is Thursday, 10th June.  
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Whilst on the subject of swimming we have been informed by the Link Centre that the swimming pool will be closed to all swimmers on a week on Thursday, that is May 27th.  Apparently they are undertaking some kind of water checks and are going to be upsetting the chemical balance.  KS1 swimming will go ahead on the Wednesday, but for KS2 swimmers, an extra session will be added in July just before we break up for the summer holiday.

Finally, we seem to be losing loads of our reading books, particularly those in the white level.  I would be extremely grateful if all of you could have a really good look around your homes – particularly your children’s bedrooms – and return any reading books that you may find.

Hoping you all have a nice weekend and the colds, sore throats and headaches disappear.

Yours sincerely

S. Seaton (Mrs)

Headteacher

