WESTLEA PRIMARY SCHOOL

Minutes – Parents Forum – Friday, 24th  April 2010

Present :
Mrs Seaton – Headteacher


Amanda Head – Reception
Lissa Comer – Year 1



Emma Jarmolinski – Year 1



Joy Aldred – Year 2



Tracey Murray – Year 2



Lee Ann Hogton – Year 2
Linda Butler – Year 3/4



Sharon Francis – Year 3/4



Juliet Wright – Year 5
Sioned Waddington – Year 5/6



Gill Fry – Year 6



Bev Miles – Year 6
Apologies:
Leanne Uttridge – Year 3



Pat Gooden – Year 5/6



Sabrina Coe – Year 2
Mrs Seaton welcomed everyone and introductions were made.  The purpose of the meetings were then clarified.  They are not “moaning sessions” and not for any personal issues, but to take the school forward on whole school issues.  Representatives are encouraged to come with suggestions of solutions where a problem area is identified.  It is hoped the suggestions will originate from parents generally as well as from forum representatives.
We discussed the topics that we had covered in the first meeting. 
Communication 

Text Service - proving to be very useful.  However, the email service is still rolling out and this will not replace the paper copies that we send already as only a little more than half of parents have given us email addresses.  Class teachers will try to collect more and hopefully if the majority of parents sign up, paper copies for the majority could become a thing of the past. 

Parent Workshops

Maths – confusing to parents in current form – many parents not understanding new methods.  After the SATs and half term, in early June,  parent workshops will be set up and will be very much “hands on”. Class teachers to find out from parents what elements need to be covered.  

Reading – further strategies to help with reading will also be given to parents. 

Issues raised today:

Learning Logs
A discussion took place around learning logs with both positive and negative points identified.  
Comments included: 

· Children are less keen on doing homework with the learning logs
· Some parents found it more stressful. 

· Learning logs are more suited to older children

· There is no feedback on homework from teachers to parents

· No recognition to children from teachers

· Too much homework – apparently one child took 7 hours to complete    homework

· Children are not rewarded enough

· Teachers should be giving tips on homework

· Learning logs are helpful with literacy not numeracy

It was clarified that homework should be taking no more than an hour and a half per week and this will include Reading and Spelling.
Teaching staff will do their own review towards the end of the summer term and the governors’ curriculum sub committee will also review learning logs and will take into consideration the views of the forum and staff members.
Adults in classroom
It would be helpful for parents to be informed when another adult is going to be in a classroom for a period of time.  Their name and their role  would be useful.
Clarification on after school activities and whether these should be available to reception classes 
In future this will be made clear when new clubs begin in September.  However, the general feeling is that reception children will not be included in any after school activity organised by school staff, until after the Christmas break when they are far more settled in school.  This, of course,  does not relate to the official After School Club run by Cherry Hobbs daily in the Sunshine Room.        
Swimming

There was discussion around the cost of swimming. It was felt generally that the cost is excellent value for money, but it is having to be heavily subsidised by the school budget because a number of parents across the year groups are consistently not paying.   It was pointed out that if anyone is finding it difficult to meet the cost of swimming, payments can be made weekly, if required. 
Any other Business
A concern was raised that at times there is still a lack of notice given to parents to attend school events.  However, sometimes this is because letters do not always find their way home to parents, rather than the notice not being given by the school – it is hoped that the use of electronic mail will eventually resolve this problem.
Head Lice

Confirmed case of live head lice in school. Mrs Seaton to arrange letter to go out informing parents of affected class. Stressed how important to check child's hair on a regular basis - this is not allowed to be done by school staff.  Parents identifying head lice must inform the class teacher so other parents can be informed and can action.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held at 2.15pm on Friday, 25th June 2010.  Please make sure that agenda items are passed to your class representative by Monday,  21st June at the very latest. 
S. Seaton

Headteacher
Post Note:

Mrs Seaton has discussed all issues raised with staff and hopefully where appropriate many of these will be addressed.

