10th November 2009.

Dear Parents

Bonfire Night

Thank you very much for your support at Bonfire Night last week. It was a tremendous success and together we made over £1300! Many thanks to everyone who gave their time so generously – staff, governors, parents and children.

Dates for your diary

Overleaf is a list of dates for your diary for the coming weeks. As you will see it is rather a busy time in true Westlea fashion!  

Children’s Sleepover

One event I would like to draw your attention to is the Children’s Sleepover on Friday 27th November. We are offering Year 1-Year 6 children of the school an opportunity to ‘sleepover’ at school from 6.30pm until 9.00am the following morning. Staff have offered their time as a way of a fund raising event. During the evening children will be able to choose from a number of activities that will be organised in different rooms within the school – Wii games, DVD’s, Disco, torch walks, story telling etc. At present we are still in the planning stages of the evening however it is our thinking that children will come to school after they have had their tea, choose an activity to join in with, have supper then hopefully sleep! In the morning the children will have a quick breakfast before being collected promptly at 9.00am. The cost for this evening is £20 per child, £30 for 2 siblings and £40 for 3 siblings. If you think you would like your child to take part in the sleep over please complete the slip at the bottom of this letter

Raffle Ticket

Raffle tickets will be sent home early next week. Each child will be given 2 books initially which we ask you to sell on our behalf to family, friends, neighbours and work colleagues. These are always a very valuable fundraiser and we would be grateful if you could sell as many as you possibly can. There will be plenty of extra books in the school office should you want to sell some more. First prize comprises of a luxury Christmas Hamper – wine, crackers, Christmas pudding etc. Second and third prizes are a Boy’s/Girl’s Christmas Hamper.
Christmas Fayre

Arrangements are now in hand for our annual Christmas Fayre on the 5th December at 1.30pm. As usual there will be a range of stalls including home-made Christmas crafts, decorations, white elephant and tombola. Donations for these stalls would be greatly appreciated so please start collecting items which may be brought into school anytime after Monday 23rd November. You will also be receiving from your child’s class teacher a request for specific items that the class will be collecting, but can I also make a plea for extra general items such as cakes, bottles, cans, jars, soft toys, bric-a-brac, toiletries etc. 
In order for the Fayre to be a fantastic success we really need volunteers to help organise/run stalls prior to and during the fayre. If you could help with any of these please complete the slip at the end of the letter. WE REALLY DO NEED YOUR HELP.

Calendars

We hope that you have had the opportunity to see your child’s front page of his/her calendar. Orders for these calendars need to be returned by Monday 23rd November. The price of which is £4.00 each. Please ensure payment is included with order form that is attached with this letter. Cheques made payable to Friends of Westlea.
Christmas Dinner

Christmas dinner for children this year is on Tuesday 8th December. The cost of which will be £2.30. A letter will be sent out in the next week reminding you of this together with a slip to order your child’s Christmas dinner. Please look out for this in your child’s book bag!
Key Stage 1 Nativity

This will take place on Monday 14th December and Tuesday 15th December at 1.45pm. Tickets will be on sale from 7th December priced £1.50. Unfortunately tickets will be restricted to 2 tickets per family as numbers in the hall are limited. From Friday 11th December tickets will go on general release and any unsold tickets can then be sold, over and above the 2 allocated for each family. If you wish to purchase tickets please ensure you have bought them before 11th December.
Key Stage 2 Service

Key Stage 2 children will be presenting a Christingle on Wednesday 16th December at 1.45pm. Tickets will be available from Monday 14th December. There will be no charge however, we will ask for donations. All monies received will go to a nominated charity chosen by Miss Griffin’s family. Please note the number of tickets will be limited – a maximum 2 per family on a first come first served basis.

Christmas Discos
Christmas discos will be held in the hall on Monday 14th December.  

Key Stage 1 Disco  4.15 – 5.15

Key Stage 2 Disco –5.30-6.30

Tickets will be on sale on the door at a cost of £1.00 each.

Mend Programme

I have been passed information regarding two free fun fitness programmes for both key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 run by a Swindon Borough Council. Teachers will have fliers displayed in their classrooms however if you are interested and would like further information please visit: www.mendprogramme.org 

 I appreciate there is a lot of information to digest here. But we are trying to give you as much notice as possible. Remember have a look at your child’s calendar picture. Your child’s class teacher will have it in their classroom – this is the most pressing ‘order’ as pictures need to go to the printers and returned to you in time for Christmas.
Yours sincerely

Karen Winterburn

Deputy Headteacher
I am able to help organise a stall prior to the school fayre.

I can help run a stall on Saturday 5th December.  
My child is  __________________________in _______________________ class

My contact details are: tel ____________________________________________________________

I am interested in the Children’s Sleepover on Friday 27th November.

My child/ren is are ___________________________________________________________

 Class/es ___________________________________________________________
